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Supporting Domestic Products,
A Step toward Economic Independence
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lourish Market of O
in r

Translated By: Azizullah Popal

Takhar province has a favorable cli-
mate for agriculture, with the major-
ity of the population engaged in ag-
riculture. Takhar onion is one of the
good income crops for farmers in the
province. The province is therefore
one of the largest onion producers.
Takhar farmers have cultivated
2,500 acres of land onion this year,
producing over 60,000 tons of on-
ion.

Sarajuddin Mehraban, provincial
agriculture director, said, “This
year onion has a very hot market, 7
kilograms of which is sold 80-120
AFN.”

This comes as Mehraban said previ-
ous years 7 kilograms of onion was
sold 50 AFN.

According to Mehraban, “In many
cases, the directorate staff collab-
orates with farmers, encouraging
farmers, mentality, breeding, culti-
vation, agro technical issues, pests
and diseases, and awareness of on-
ion cultivation has been one of the
issues that the agriculture directorate
has done to grow onions.”
According to the survey done, each
half'an acres of land produce 10,500-
14,000 kilograms of onions.

Takhar onions not only meet the
needs of the province and neigh-

According to Mehraban. “In many cases. the directorate staff collabo-

rates with farmers. encouraging farmers. mentality, breedin

cultiva-

tion. agro technical issues

ests and diseases. and awareness of onion

cultivation has been one of the issues that the agriculture directorate

has done to grow onions.”

boring provinces, but also is being
exported to Pakistan and India. Re-
cently, Afghan onions have also
been exported to the United Arab
Emirates and Azerbaijan.

New Markets for Pomegranates
and Onions

Samir Rasa, spokesperson to senior
presidential advisor for banking and
financial affairs, has written, “The
Ministry of Commerce and Indus-

try in cooperation with the private
sector for the first time has export-
ed 150 metric tons of onions to the
United Arab Emirates through four
containers from Iran’s Bandar Ab-
bas. By the end of this month, some
850 metric tons onions will be ex-
ported to the United Arab Emirates.”
He also has said, “This comes as
a week ago, Afghanistan exported
three tons of onions to the United
Arab Emirates through the air cor-

nion

ridor, which was met with warm
welcome from Arab investors busi-
nessmen, calling for more Afghan
onions.”

Rasa has also written, “This year
India has stopped exporting onions
to the UAE to meet its domestic de-
mand and this is a good opportunity
for Afghanistan to find a new market
for its onions.

Health Benefits of Onions
Consumption of onion has enor-
mous health benefits, whether raw
or cooked with food. For example,
raw onions are effective in digesting
foods that are lightweight, strength-
ening the body.

People in districts also use raw on-
ions for travel, as the onions have
antibacterial properties, protecting
the body against germs, and they
still use onions to make delicious
food everywhere.

Despite the lack of cold storage fa-
cilities and low price of the crop in
Takhar, farmers have shown interest
in growing onions. The Ministry of
Agriculture, Irrigation, and Live-
stock (MAIL) plans to build a 500-
ton cold storage facilities for veg-
etables and fruits in the provincial
capital, Taligan to address farmers’
problems.
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