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Supporting Domestic Products,
A Step toward Economic Independence

No: 72 - Dehqan Weekly - Saturday September 14, 2019

Unprecedented Increase of Tomato
Production in Logar Province

By: Azizullah Popal

Officials of Logar Agriculture,
Irrigation, and Livestock Di-
rectorate said that tomato pro-
duction has increased unprec-
edentedly in the province.
Abdullah Tasal, provincial
agriculture director, said that
1,767 hectares of land was
cultivated tomatoes, produc-
ing over 68,026 metric tons of
tomatoes. Mr. Tasal added that
last year 400 hectares of land
was cultivated tomatoes and
produced 21,200 metric tons
of tomatoes.

Figures show that tomato pro-
duction has over tippled this
year.

The provincial agriculture di-
rector said that in the recent
years, farmers’ interest in culti-
vating tomatoes has increased
in the province. According to
him, Logar has a favorable cli-
mate condition for the cultiva-
tion of tomatoes.

Tasal said, “Logar is one of the
agricultural provinces with 80
percent of residents’ economy is re-
lying on agriculture. In recent years
the cultivation and production of to-
matoes has increased dramatically

in the province.”

Abdullah Tasal said proper climate
condition, introduction and distribu-
tion of improved seeds, pest control,
vegetable diseases control, and tech-

nical consultations to the farmers
by the Agriculture Directorate
have played an important role in
boosting the production of toma-
toes.

He added that although some of
the province’s tomatoes products
are exported to other provinces,
there is no proper market for the
product. According to him, farm-
ers want access to market. Mr.
Tasal further stated that some
thirty percent of the farmers in
the province are engaged in cul-
tivation and production of toma-
toes but there is no suitable mar-
ket for the product and is being
sold at low price.

Tasal said, “The Agriculture Di-
rectorate calls on the esteemed
organizations, traders, owners
and benefactors of the province
to cooperate with the market and
sales of tomatoes to encourage
more farmers to cultivate this
crop.”

Tomato is one of the most wide-
ly consumed edible plants cul-
tivated and produced in most
provinces. Tomato is abundant
in markets today at a very low
price.

Meanwhile, officials at the Statistics
Directorate of the Ministry of Ag-
riculture, Irrigation and Livestock

(MAIL) say that estimates made by
the Geographic Information System
(GIS) show over the past two years
the areas under cultivation of toma-
toes have increased.
Mohammad Ehsan Omari, head of
statistics directorate at MAIL, said
that the area under tomatoes culti-
vation reached to 16,314 hectares
of land in 2017 (1396 Solar Year),
which produced 165,865 metric tons
of tomatoes. In 2018 (1397 Solar
Year), the area under tomatoes culti-
vation reached to 24,892 hectares of
land, which produced 275,222 met-
ric tons of tomatoes.
Mr. Omari added that the data about
the cultivated area and amount of
tomatoes production across the
country in 2019 (1398 Solar Year)
has not been collected yet.
According to the statistics of the last
two years, 10,17 metric tons of to-
matoes were produced per hectare
per year in 2017 (1396 Solar Year)
and in 2018 (1397 Solar Year) 11
metric tons of tomatoes were pro-
duced per hectare per year.
Tomatoes are widely grown
throughout the world. In addition to
their edible fruits, they also provide
an oil, can be used as insect repel-
lents and have a range of traditional
medicinal uses.
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